
 

INVITATION 
TO  

AN ONLINE SEMINAR  
FOR 

BIFMO-FHS DIGITAL RESEARCH PROJECTS  

TUESDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2026 

17.00 – 19.00 (GMT), 12.00 – 14.00 (EST) 

THIS IS A FREE EVENT  

The Furniture History Society (FHS) is delighted to announce an online seminar showcasing recent research 

projects which examined particular aspects of the furniture and interiors at three important English estates: Raby 

Castle, Chatsworth House, and the Buccleuch Estate.  
 

Every summer, British & Irish Furniture Makers Online (BIFMO), as part of the FHS, works in partnership with 

curators at various British estates to devise projects and support postgraduate students from UK and US 

universities and institutions to carry out archival research.  The aim of each project is for small groups of students 

from both continents to collaborate to produce a digital resource for publication on the respective house or estate 

website.  This initiative is called the Digital Research Programme which last summer supported eight students to 

pursue four exciting projects for three important estates; the students will share and discuss their research at this 

event. The projects are: 
 

Raby Castle: Exotic Woods in the Furniture Collection - This project considered the origins of materials used 

to make key pieces of furniture in the collection at Raby Castle. This project was researched by Ana María Orobio 

Pinzón (Bard Graduate Center, New York), Jessamy Harvey (University of Buckingham) and Rosaleen Williams 

(Leeds University) 
 

Chatsworth: A moment in time, insights into the evolution of two interiors at Chatsworth - This project 

considers the contents and the presentation of two important spaces within Chatsworth as depicted in two 

watercolours: the Library as painted by William Henry Hunt (c.1826) and the Great Chamber painted by Frederick 

Beaumont (c. 1929).  This research was carried out by Maeve Diepenbrock (Bard Graduate Center, New York) and 

Courtney Marshall (Edinburgh University).  
 

The Buccleuch Estate: The Reconstruction of the Leverton-Atkinson dining room at Montagu House, 

Whitehall - Built in the 1730s Montagu House was demolished in the mid-twentieth century.  In the intervening 

period it was altered many times.  Elizabeth Riddick (York University) and Estrella Salgado (Winterthur) 

researched and reimagined the dining room created for the 2nd Duke of Montagu in the 18th Century, while Lisa 

Weishaupt (Edinburgh University) investigated the Regency dining room produced for the 3rd Duke of Buccleuch 

and the Duchess Elizabeth.  
 

To join this free online research seminar  please use this Zoom link at 5pm (GMT) Tuesday 24th February: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82990653115?pwd=am6jCZ1yIWLu7EYDMO21ZaaViS1Kyk.1 
 

The Digital Research Programme is supported by the Iris Foundation.   
 

If you have any further questions, please email bifmo@furniturehistorysociety.org  
 

IMAGES ON THE BANNER ABOVE (from left to right): A detail of the watercolour by Frederick Beaumont (c.1929) depicting The Great Chamber © The Devonshire Collection; a 

detail of the top of the tulipwood card table by Morant © Raby Castle ; detail of the painting A musical party at Montagu House (c. 1733)  by Marcellus Laroon © The Buccleuch Estates.  
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